
HOLYOKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MAY MEETING 
 

Minutes of May 24, 2022 
 

The 407th meeting of the Holyoke Community College Board of Trustees was held on Tuesday, 
May 24, 2022, remotely with Chair Robert W. Gilbert, Jr. presiding. 

 
MEMBERS 
PRESENT 

Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair  
Charles Epstein 
Yolanda Johnson  
Evan Plotkin 
Vanessa Smith  
Eleanor Williams 
Trustee Cruz  

MEMBERS 
ABSENT 

Ivonne Vidal  
Lucy Perez 
Suzanne Parker 
Ted Hebert 
 

ALSO 
PRESENT 

Amanda Sbriscia, Amy Dopp, Andrew Fletcher, Beth Breton, Brooke Adams, 
Chris Yurko. Curt Foster, Estell Lopez,, Evelyn Rivera-Riffenburg, Idelia Smith, 
Jane Lerner, Jeanette Smith, Jeff Hayden, Johanna Lebron, Julissa Colon, Karen 
Desjeans, Kevin David, Kim Hicks, Kim Straceski, Kris Ricker Choleva, Lauren 
LeClair, Lori Wayson, Magdalena Mackowiak, Maria Brunelle, Mark Hudgik, 
Mary Dixey, Mary Orisich, Mi Jin Park, Michelle Robak, Narayan Sampath, 
Nicole Hendricks, Olivia Kynard, Renee Tastad, Shannon Sarkisian, Sharale 
Mathis, Teresa Beaudry, Tim Jacobson, Todd Wonders, and Veena Dhankher 
 

MEETING CALL TO 
ORDER 

At 8:02 am, the meeting was officially called to order by Chair Gilbert. 
 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Charles Epstein Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes: 
Evan Plotkin             Arrived at 8:03 am 
Vanessa Smith Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Cruz, Student  Yes 
Chair Gilbert Yes 

CONSIDERATION OF 
CONSENT AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Chair Gilbert asked if any consent agenda items needed to be moved to the 
regular agenda.  None were requested. 

 
• Consideration of Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting of April 26, 2022  
• Report of Personnel Action dated May 24, 2022 

• To approve personnel actions  
• To empower the President of the College to approve all personal 

actions prior to the next meeting 
• Committee Reports  

o Advocacy  
o Audit and Finance  
o By-Laws and Government 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 61DFDF88-75A5-4FB0-B2BA-A41A3BDF9675



o Equity  
o Nominating  
o Presidential Evaluation Committee  
o  

A motion was made by Trustee Johnson and seconded by Trustee Epstein to 
approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Charles Epstein Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin Yes     
Vanessa Smith Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Cruz, Student  Yes 
Chair Gilbert Yes  
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STRATEGIC PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

Kris Ricker Choleva and Veena Dhankher presented on the Strategic Plan Refresh 
to the Board. 

 
• MOTION: To recommend to the Board approval of the refresh of the 

College Strategic Plan FY23-FY26 as presented. 
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 End of Presentation! 
 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 61DFDF88-75A5-4FB0-B2BA-A41A3BDF9675



 MOTION: a motion was made by Trustee Epstein and seconded by Trustee 
Plotkin to approve the refresh of the College Strategic Plan FY23-FY26 as 
presented. 
 
Roll Call  
Charles Epstein Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes 
Evan Plotkin Yes 
Vanessa Smith Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Cruz, Student  Yes 
Chair Gilbert Yes  
 

CHAIR’S REMARKS Report of the Chair  
 
Chair Gilbert shared the following highlights. 

• The board assessment results are being renewed and a plan to 
address the report will be accomplished in the next fiscal year. 
The reports will be ready by the June meeting. 

• The President’s evaluation will include a survey of Trustees and 
the President’s direct reports.  This should be completed as soon 
as possible to meet the deadline of the August meeting for 
approval.  

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT President’s Report  

 
Academic and Student 
Affairs Enrollment & 
Retention Initiatives   

Dr. Sharale Mathis presented on the Academic and Student Affairs Enrollment 
& Retention Initiatives  
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 President Royal thanked everyone who came out to the celebrate the College’s 75th 
Anniversary on May 5, 2022.  Our Student Trustee, Yannelis, spoke at the event in 
the evening. 
 
President Royal updated the Board that the Shared Governance proposal passed at 
the Professional Association meeting on May 1, 2022. 
 
President Royal acknowledged that the Springfield Regional Chamber just named 
Evan Plotkin, President and Owner of NAI Plotkin it’s 2022 Richard Moriarty 
Citizen of the Year award.   

ADJOURNMENT On a motion by Trustee Hebert and seconded by Trustee Johnson, it was VOTED 
to adjourn today’s meeting. 

 
Roll Call Attendance: 
Charles Epstein Yes 
Yolanda Johnson Yes: 
Evan Plotkin Yes 
Vanessa Smith Yes 
Eleanor Williams Yes 
Cruz, Student  Yes 
Chair Gilbert Yes  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:38 am. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Eleanor Williams, Secretary 
Board of Trustees 

 
 
 

Approved: Robert W. Gilbert, Jr., Chair 
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